
‘Phra Khanong’: A District Rich in History, Strategically Located in Thailand.  
 

The Phra Khanong region has prospered for over fifty years. If provides recreational opportunities in a warm and 
bustling atmosphere for those wanting to escape the city, whether movies, shopping or experiencing an exciting multi-faceted, 
socio-cultural community. Modern cinemas, department stores, banks, and attractive recreational areas make it one of the 
most developed sectors of Bangkok. 
 
The origin of the name ‘Phra Khanong; 

There is not sufficient evidence for the exact origination of the name ‘Phra Khanong’. However, some historians 
explained that the name ‘Phra Khanong’ literally translates as ‘eyebrow’. The name of Phra Khanong might convey the 
geographical feature of the area that resembles the eyebrow of Bangkok, a name comparing the city to the face of angel. Some 
say the word ‘Khanong’ may be derived from the word ‘Khanon’ meaning an outpost or checkpoint, pursuant to the 
arrangement of strategic locations in Bangkok in the early Rattanakosin period, when a surveillance on potential invasions of 
Burma and Vietnam was still required. In addition, since goods transportation at that time was carried out along the Chao 
Phraya River, Phra Khanong may have been an outpost used for quarantine purposes.  
 
Khlong Phra Khanong, the Vein of the Community  

Khlong Phra Khanong is a canal excavated in the reign of King Phra Nangklao (Rama III) for both security and 
economic reasons. In the early Rattanakosin period, canal excavations occurred in many areas to facilitate city planning as 
well as to provide convenient transportation routes and water control. King Rama III appointed Phraya Sripipat, the Phra 
Klang Sinka chamberlain, to engage Chinese labors to excavate Khlong Phra Khanong, formerly a winding natural waterway, 
to be a canal linking the Chao Phraya River and Pravet Burirom canal, promoting convenience in travelling. The excavation 
of Khlong Phra Khanong began in 1837 and finished in 1840. The canal has functioned as the veins of the community ever 
since. 

Khlong Phra Khanong has played an important role in the history of Bangkok: it provided a route to ferry supplies 
in the event of an enemy invasion, a modern-day transportation route supporting the expansion of the city, and a trade route 
bringing prosperity to people in the area, attributed to King Rama III who decreed that more international trade would help 
Thailand. Undoubtedly, Khlong Phra Khanong has furthered the development and provided prosperity for the Phra Khanong 
area since its inception. 

Phra Khanong is an area with a long history and underwent many changes due to urbanization. It was once a district 
in Samutprakarn province but now falls under the administration of Bangkok. From an initial population rich in trades, Phra 
Khanong has become a thriving, multicultural community allowing people to live together in peace and harmony. Phra 
Khanong may not be as prominent as other nearby communities, but offers huge potential to increase prosperity when modern 
transportation comes to the community.  


